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at Sarreguemmes, waiting to be relieved by the Mon-
taudon division, of the Third Corps As that division
would not amve before the evening of the 5th, the
Lapas&et brigade would not move that day. Besides,
there were also at Sarreguemmes one cavalry regiment
and the supply column of the army corps

The Maussion brigade arrived m Rohrbach at noon,
on the 5th, with the artillery reserve. It found the
country in a state of excitement. In the evening before
that day a Prussian cavalry regiment had ciossed the
frontier and had come near Rohrbach, after searching
the neighbouring villages The 5th Lancers, who
marched with the Maussion brigade, had gone to meet
the enemy, who had turned back

A few moments after the brigade had arrived in
Rohrbach the news came that some enemy infantry
and cavalry had appeared; part of the brigade im-
mediately took up arms, and skirmishers had already
opened fire when it was found that the supposed enemy
troops were none other than the 5th Lancers and one
detachment of the 68th Infantry (of the Guyot de
Lespart division), who had been sent out m the
morning to reconnoitre

tinder those conditions, the Maussion brigade (which
was still under orders to go tOrBitche) thought they
could not leave Rohrbach They stayed there and
reported to General de Failly, who approved of the
decision taken.

In the reports from commanding officers of the
Fifth Corps we find reappearing, with all their enchanting
power, such empty words as " The g ap (troupe) of
Rohrbach," a remainder of antiquated methods revived
by a thoughtless land of geography.

A gap, a valley is not specialty dangerous, there
are roads outside the valleys, on the highest plateaus,
indeed, there are roads wherever commerce or any kind
of necessary connection requires them But a road in
a valley or on a plateau is only dangerous to us m so
far as it is or can be used by the enemy If the enemy
does not utilise it, it does not exist tactically, that is,
everything goes on as if it did not exist at all.

If, then, the enemy was not found (on the road in
the gap) to be nearer than four or five miles away (the
very length of the column), the Maussion brigade could